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Each week, a picture of the Quad Commons construction will be featured to show the progress that has been made over the school year. Begin- 
ning week 5, the construction crew has worked hard, putting in place the second building’s foundation. 


Alliot Takes Steps to Become Gluten-Free 


By Kelsi Brett 
Staff Writer 


Jay Capasso, a sophomore at 
St. Michael’s College is affected 
by an allergy to both gluten and 
dairy. “It’s like smoking crack- 
free-crack,” Capasso said. Ca- 
passo is referring to the gluten- 
free, dairy-free pizzas he has 
made for himself in the Green 
Mountain Dining Hall. 

Over the past few years, the 
staff at Sodexo has responded to 
the increased needs of students 
with gluten allergies, or Celiac 
Disease, by bringing in more 
gluten free products. 

According to a recent study 
by the Mayo Clinic, about 1 per- 
cent of Americans are affected 
by Celiac Disease. Celiac disease 


is an autoimmune reaction to 
gluten, a protein found in wheat, 
barley and rye. When someone 
with celiac disease ingests glu- 
ten, his or her body produces 
antibodies in response. These 
antibodies then wreak havoc on 
the villi: fingerlike structures 
that protrude from the walls of 
the small intestine, that are re- 
sponsible for nutrient absorption. 

Pizza is a college cafeteria 
staple, but for students like Ca- 
passo, the option of pre-made 
cafeteria pizza is off the table. 
Capasso makes up for this by 
utilizing the gluten-free options 
the cafeteria provides. In a room 
off the side hallway in Alliot— 
the one students use to sneak 
back into the cafeteria after the 





gate has been closed for the 
evening—is the gluten free and 
vegan room. 

“T just walk back into the 
kitchen and give it to a cook,” 
Capasso said. “I bring it to them, 
and ask them to put some mari- 
nara sauce and pepperoni on it. 
They usually do it pretty good.” 

It is unknown exactly how 
many students at St. Michael’s 
College have a gluten sensitivity 
or celiac disease. 

“Tt seems like more and more 
each year,” said Anne Peck, who 
does the shopping and ordering 
of gluten-free and vegan foods 
for St. Michael’s College. 

“Tt’s really important to stay 
away from gluten so the villi 
aren’t damaged,” said Candace 


Polzella, a dietician at both St. 
Michael’s College and the Uni- 
versity of Vermont. “Over time, 
if someone is not getting the nu- 
trients they need, or if they’re 
getting the nutrients, but they’re 
not being able to be absorbed. 
They could end up with malnu- 
trition.” 

Avoiding gluten in a college 
cafeteria can be challenging for 
students like Capasso. Cappaso’s 
situation is made doubly difficult 
due to his dairy allergy. 

“You go to the stir-fry and 
you see, well, this is not gluten- 
free and it has milk,’ Capasso 
said. “Well, that’s all in the 
sauce, but then you don’t know if 


see GLUTEN on page 4 
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Public Safety looks on as St. Michael’s students gather outside the townhouses on Friday night. Below, a student enjoys a beer on Friday night. 


Security Cracks Down 


By Taylor Lange 
and Drew Prescott 


Despite the quizzes, essays 
and lab reports faced during the 
school week, many St. Michael’s 
students feel their toughest tests 
come on Friday and Saturday 
night when they must balance 
their desire to party with the pos- 
sibility of getting in trouble. 

_ With a new school year be- 
ginning, St. Michael’s College 
made quick strides in setting the 
tone for weekend activities. Stu- 
dent Life believed that they were 
not enforcing certain restric- 
tions in the student guide and 
needed to. In addition, students 
noticed an increase in SMC Pub- 
lic Safety, Colchester Police, and 
undercover officers during the 
weekends as compared to previ- 
ous years. 

On Aug. 30, residents of 
townhouses and Hodson apart- 
ments were called to a meeting 
held by Student Life. Students 
were informed that if they want- 
ed to host a party in their living 
quarters, they must submit an 
“Activity Request Form” to the 
Student Life office by Wednes- 
day for a party happening that 
weekend. 

This form requires apart- 
ment residents to list the names 
of the people who will be attend- 
ing the party, and identify wheth- 
er or not alcohol will be served. 
The form also clearly states that 
if minors are in attendance, alco- 


hol is forbidden. The procedure 
took many students by surprise, 
including senior Conor Rice. 

“Tve never heard of any- 
thing like this before,” Rice said. 
“My brother lived in a town- 
house last year and he never had 
to register a party. I don’t get it.” 

Associate Director of Resi- 
dent Life Jeff Vincent explained 
that the procedure is consistent 
with previous years. 

“Tt is identical,’ Vincent 
said. “The form has been the 
same for 10 years, certain logis- 
tical things have changed but the 
intent has not. What we did last 
year is exactly the same as what 
we're doing this year.” 

While this may be true, there 
remains disconnect between stu- 
dents and the administration. 

Director of Resident Life 
Lou DiMasi also commented 
on this, suggesting that while 
the policy remains unchanged, 
his office approached the situ- 
ation in a new manner in order 
to make this year’s senior class 
aware of the expectations. 

“The delivery was differ- 
ent this year,’ DiMasi said. “It 
was more intense. We realized 
that there are restrictions in the 
student guide and code that we 
were not articulating as well as 
we needed to.” 

DiMasi went on to explain 
that-this realization came after 
the Class of 2012 had moved out 
last spring. 

“Last year’s senior class left 


the townhouses in the worst con- 
ditions that we have ever expe- 
rienced,” DiMasi said. “People 
were mortified at the conditions. 
It was completely disrespectful 
to our community.” 

According to DiMasi, the 
excessive vandalism in the town- 
houses last spring has resulted 
in stricter enforcement of town- 
house capacity restrictions. 

“On page 12 of the student 
guide and code it says that you 
can have approximately 35 peo- 
ple in a townhouse,” DiMasi said. 

He went on to explain the 
rationale behind this regulation. 

“People have other people 
over to their house that they do 
not know; doors get kicked in 
upstairs, and now we have no 
more doors.” DiMasi said. 

Vincent also endorsed the 
party registration policy, ex- 
plaining that by listing the names 
of expected guests, the hosts be- 
come more responsible. 

“The list makes students 
proactive,’ Vincent said about 
potential party hosts. “It’s so 
they’re planning for success on 
Saturday night. In our experi- 
ence, if they invite their friends, 
and they are over 21, the party 
will probably go just fine.” 

Senior Jonnie Royce, who 
lives in the 300 townhouses, dis- 
agrees. 

“T just don’t see how they 
can expect us to register a party 
when two of the parties that have 
been registered have both gotten 





in trouble,” Royce said. “It just 
makes zero sense and I don’t see 
why anyone would have any in- 
centive to register a party now.” 

Another issue that has been 
on the minds of many seniors is 
the tendency for underclassmen 
to linger outside a townhouse 
party. The current policy states 
that the party hosts are also re- 
sponsible for the people outside 
of their house and if there are 
underage drinkers in the area, 
the townhouse residents may be 
liable. 

DiMasi addressed this issue 
and explained that each circum- 
stance will be dealt with based 
on a variety of factors. 

“Tf they are having a respon- 
sible get-together with 10 or 20 
friends and there happen to be 
underage kids hanging around 
and drinking in the area, we 
won't necessarily have any prob- 
lem,” DiMasi said. “But if there’s 
a hundred kids in your house, 
and another hundred outside, 
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well whose fault is that?” 

DiMasi and Student Life 
are not the only ones that has 
taken measures to prevent un- 
derage drinking on campus; 
Public Safety, Colchester Police, 
and the Stop Teen Alcohol Risk 
Team (START) have also made 
their presence known on recent 
weekends. 

“Tt’s a new year and as far 
as the Public Safety Department, 
there really is no change of plan,” 
said Peter Soons, the director of 
public safety. “It’s business as 
usual, we’re here to maintain a 
safe campus and we strive to be 
visible.” 

In regards to Colchester Po- 
lice, Soons said that they have 
taken a more proactive role this 
year by being more present and 
visible, but do not have a particu- 
lar agenda when they come to 
campus. 

Public Safety and Colches- 
ter Police have a close working 

See CAMPUS on page 5 
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Performer Shares Own Experiences on ‘Surviving the Weekend’ 





By Morgan Brown 
Staff Writer 


River Huston let out a yell 
as she took the stage of the Mc- 
Carthy Recital Hall on Tuesday, 
Sept. 18, wearing platform heels 
and a tight-fitting dress. Hus- 
ton, who became a motivational 
speaker after surviving battles 
with both alcoholism and AIDS, 
spoke to a crowd of over 100 stu- 
dents. 

Her performance, entitled 
“Surviving the Weekend,” was 
part of an effort to “help students 


make responsible decisions re- 
garding drugs and alcohol,” said 
Director of New Student Pro- 
grams Megan Ohler. 

Huston paired the jokes with 
stories from her own life in order 
to provide students with advice 
on topics such as alcoholism, 
college drinking and sex. The 
use of humor allowed Huston 
to introduce her audience to the 
sensitive topics that formed the 
core of her show. Within min- 
utes of taking the stage, Huston 
related alcoholism to diarrhea, a 
comparison that elicited screams 


Photo by Chris Moskal 
River Huston invited audience members to text her questions pertaining to alcohol and sex if they would 
rather not ask them aloud during her performance on Thursday, Sept. 18 in the McCarthy Recital Hall. 


of laughter from the audience. 

Bringing up sex, Huston 
commented on the awkwardness 
of the body parts involved. 

“Even guys are afraid of 
their testicles,’ Huston said. 
“That’s. why they’re always 
touching them.” 

Dean of Students and Vice 
President of Student Affairs 
Dawn Ellinwood, who was part 
of the effort to book Huston, said 
she hoped Huston’s performance 
would encourage students to 
pause and think about their own 
behavior. 


Huston said if students took 
only one thing away from her 
show, she wanted it to be the re- 
alization that they always have a 
choice. 

“At any time you can say 
‘no, this isn’t for me,” Huston 
told those seated in front of her. 

She reminded students that 
she was not telling them what 
choices to make, but providing 
them with someone to relate to. 
“T want you to have a great col- 


lege career,’ Huston said. “And: 


at the end, be alive.” : 

As the show progressed, 
Huston’s performance quick- 
ly became more serious. She 
shared the story of her first time 
drinking, which resulted: in her 
becoming the victim of a gang 
rape. Huston also talked about 
her struggle with HIV, which she 
contracted as a teenager. 

She reminded the audience 
that these stories were not for her 
benefit, but for theirs. 

“You can change things,” 
said Huston, encouraging the 
students to look out for one an- 
other. 

Speaking in her office be- 
fore the show, Ellinwood ex- 
plained how Huston’s perfor- 
mance fit into her goals for the 
year as the new dean of students. 

“We want a community 
where we can help [students] 
make better decisions for them- 
selves,” Ellinwood said. “You 
can never get enough of that.” 

Ellinwood said she believed 


performances such as Huston’s 
could help to create that environ- 
ment. 

Ohler, who worked with 
Ellinwood and other campus 
groups to organize the perfor- 
mance, said that students would 
take Huston’s story to heart and 
apply it to their own lives. 

“Something can be pulled 
from what she shares for each 
person,” Ohler said. 

St. Michael’s sophomore 
Monica McClure saw Huston 
speak in 2011 and decided to 
attend this year’s show as well. 
McClure said Huston, who has 
been sober for over 20 years, 
provides a good example for liv- 
ing substance free. 

“Having someone else who 
had a positive impact from not 
drinking is beneficial,” McClure 
said. 

McClure believes the night- 
ly activities sponsored by the 
school, such as Huston’s perfor- 
mance, have a positive effect on 
students. 

Thursday was  Huston’s 
fourth appearance at Saint Mi- 
chael’s College. Huston has 
been speaking for 22 years and 
said she only does repeat perfor- 
mances at this point in her ca- 
reer. This way, Huston said, she 
doesn’t have to prove herself and 
can just do her show. 

“T want it to be appreciated,” 
Huston said. “I’m giving you a 
piece of my heart, as a teaching 
tool.” 


Gluten-Free/Vegan Room in Alliot Gets Revamp 


Continued from page 2 


they put butter in the rice.” 

Certain foods that one may 
not expect to contain gluten, 
often do. There is gluten hid- 
ing in food items like sandwich 
meat and french fries. The tur- 
key meat contains caramel color, 
an additive that contains wheat, 
and meatballs are often filled 
with breading. Although french 
fries themselves do not generally 
contain gluten, the french fries 
are fried in the same frialator as 
breaded chicken tenders, causing 
cross contamination. 

Cross contamination occurs 
when food containing gluten 
comes into contact with glu- 
ten-free food. This can happen 


ten-free food. This can happen 
through using the same cook- 
ing utensils, pans, and cutting 
boards. Part of the reason cross 
contamination can be a problem 
in Alliot is due to lack of space. 

“This kitchen was built 
when the student population was 
about 700, now it’s almost 2,000. 
Space, and space for equipment 
is a major issue,” Peck said. 

This makes it difficult to 
store gluten-free bulk foods, as 
well as to put in new equipment 
such as a gluten-free frialator, or 
a gluten-free oven, Peck added. 

In addition, many of the stir- 
fry sauces and some of the soups 
have gluten ingredients, though 
stir-fry chefs are generally able 
to explain where the gluten is in 


the dish. If it is in the sauce, stu- 
dents can request that their stir- 
fry be made with a gluten-free 
sauce. 

Recently, Alliot has started 
to incorporate gluten free mari- 
nades for meats, and they plan to 
switch to all gluten free sauces. 
As far as soups go, those made 
with a turkey base or any sea- 
food base contains gluten, and 
should be avoided by those with 
the allergy. 

The staff, however, has re- 
ceived some training for gluten 
allergies, and prevention of cross 
contamination. Most of the staff 
at the sandwich line will know 
to switch gloves before handling 
gluten free bread. According to 
Peck, there was a large training 


session at the end of last semes- 
ter. 

Over the summer the glu- 
ten-free and vegan room in Al- 
liot got something of a revamp. It 
now sports a larger refrigerator, 
a counter specifically designated 
as a gluten-free area, as well as a 
gluten-free toaster. According to 
Peck, the college now orders glu- 
ten-free foods in bulk from Unit- 
ed Natural Foods Inc., based out 
of Manchester, N.H. Gluten-free 
foods such as breads, bagels, and 
muffins are the main items Peck 
orders, and also the most popular 
items for gluten-free students at 
St. Michael’s College. 

The best action to take as a 
student with celiac disease, or a 
gluten allergy is to check labels, 


and always ask the cooks if un- 
sure about the ingredients of a 
dish. The kitchen also offers oth- 
er services. One can call ahead 
to have gluten free noodles pre- 
pared, or french fries baked, to 
avoid cross contamination. The 
bakers have also started baking 
gluten-free deserts. 

Peck stressed her willing- — 
ness to incorporate student sug- 
gestions into what she buys for 
the college. “They can e-mail me 
or leave a comment card,” Peck 
said. “I’m at the store, I’m happy 
to get whatever they’re looking 
for.” 


Peck can be contacted at 
Apeck@smcvt.edu. 
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Security Increase on Campus 


Continued from page 3 


relationship and St. Mi- 
chael’s does not discourage them 
from being on campus, Soons 
said. 

“The college is in Colches- 
ter and if you are a student on 
this campus, you are not protect- 
ed from the police or immune 
from the laws of the state of Ver- 
mont,” Soons said. 

When St. Michael’s is in 
session, the college commu- 
nity represents 10 percent of the 
town’s population. “One could 
reasonably say that police should 
spend 10 percent of their time 
here,” Soons said. 

In addition, when police are 
on campus, they are not here to 
make unprovoked contacts with 
students, Soons said. Those who 
are drawing attention to them- 
selves are the ones police are 
looking for. 

“If they’re yelling, shouting, 
fighting, carrying open contain- 
ers, or if they’re obviously intox- 
icated or urinating, that draws 
people’s attention,” Soons said. 
“They can expect to be contact- 
ed if they engage in those acts.” 

One program that is not new 


to campus is START, a group of 
undercover law enforcement of- 
ficers that go onto campus and 
try to make contact with stu- 
dents to determine if they’re un- 
derage and consuming alcohol. 
The team is comprised of vol- 
unteers from Liquor Control, the 
Department of Motor Vehicles, 
and volunteers from Chittenden 
County police departments. 

An article from WCAX on 
underage drinking in Burlington 
reported that on Sept. 7, START 
stopped 130 people in Burling- 
ton. Six fake IDs were taken and 
15 people were cited for under- 
age drinking or drug posses- 
sion. 

“We want to be able to let the 
kids know that we’re out here,” 
said Sgt. Allen Fortin of START 
in an interview by WCAX. 

The team makes unan- 
nounced appearances, but can be 
anticipated when they might be 
on campus such as P-Day, Hal- 
loween, or the opening weeks of 
each semester, Soons said. 

“Unlike the police, they’ll 
look for reasons to make a con- 
tact. Campus is open, it is not 
gated and they will come here,” 
Soons said. 


St. Michael’s students attend a party in a 300s townhouse on Friday, Sept. 


This year, students living in 
the 300s, 200s, and 100s town- 
houses are responsible for the 
drinking that occurs outside of 
their houses. 

“Tf people are coming in and 
making a mess in your space, 
you need to take some measures 


to curb that,” Soons said. 

When students walk to the 
townhouses, most of the time 
they search for the crowd. 

However, Soons said that it 
is these types of crowds and at- 
mosphere that encourage fights, 
thefts, vandalism, and underage 
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drinking. This is where students 
will most likely find public safe- 
ty, police, and START. 

“Be smart,” Soons said. “We 
have a responsibility to maintain 
a safe campus, but we are also 
responsible that school policies 
and laws are complied with.” 


High-Tech Soda Machine Removed from Alliot 


By Liam Connors 
Staff Writer 


Last semester the Alliot 
Student Center was home to a 
high-tech Coca-Cola vending 
machine complete with a video, 
sound and touchscreen interface 
for ordering drinks. Students re- 
turned to campus this fall to find 
that the vending machine had 
been removed from Alliot. 

Greg Bolger, a cold drinks 
sales manager at Coca-Cola of 
Northern New England, said that 
the video vending machine was 
never intended to stay on cam- 
pus permanently. The machine 
was placed on campus as part of 
a national market test being per- 
formed by Coca-Cola and has 
since been moved to another lo- 
cation for further testing. 

Bolger said Coca-Cola of 
Northern New England received 
five of these new vending ma- 
chines and placed them in areas 
with a higher concentration of 
technologically-literate people. 


Bolger said the vending machine 
was originally placed at the Uni- 
versity of Vermont, but the credit 
card swipe feature on the ma- 
chine violated UVM's privacy 
policy. 

“IT would consider you very 
lucky to have it,” Bolger said. 
“Out of chance it was at St. Mi- 
chael's.” 

Rob Robinson, St. Michael’s 
director of business services, 
said Coca-Cola offered to place 
the video vending machine at 
St. Michael's and that they were 
excited to bring the new ma- 
chine to campus. Robinson said 
the machine was expected to be 
popular with the students. 

Upon its installation, the 


video vending machine received . 


criticism for its constant adver- 
tisements, and for the sound it 
emitted that some claimed was 
distracting. The student environ- 
mental activism club, Green Up, 
opposed the vending machine. 
“It was garish in its adver- 
tisement and a waste of energy,” 


said Piper Krabbenhoft, co-lead- 
er of Green Up. Krabbenhoft 
said the machine was also un- 
necessary because the products 
it sold were available at other 
locations in Alliot, such as the 
bookstore, Knight Stand and the 
vending machines on the second 
floor. 

Krabbenhoft said she heard 
complaints from students that 
the machine's sounds were dis- 
tracting and imposing on a space 
they considered to be a public 
area where they could sit be- 
tweén classes, do work or wait 
for the shuttle. 

Last year, Green Up worked 
on an initiative to remove bottled 
water from the St. Michael's 
campus, but Krabbenhoft said 
their opposition to this vending 
machine was more focused on its 
constant advertisements than its 
sale of bottled water. 

“I think Coca-Cola's pres- 
ence in campus is enough with- 
out that advertising machine,” 
Krabbenhoft said. 


In addition to these objec- 
tions, the vending machine was 
also vandalized. Peter Soons, 
director of public safety, said 
the machine was vandalized on 
February 23, sometime between 
midnight and 1 a.m. The van- 
dals painted an anti-corporate 
message on the front of the ma- 
chine but the graffiti was easily 
removed. Soons said appropriate 
measures were taken to follow 
up this incident. 

Despite these strong objec- 
tions to the vending machine, 
people still used it. Bolger said 
it was one of the better selling 
vending machines on campus. 
He said the user friendly ma- 
chine and video screen attracted 
attention and drew people to use 
it. 

Robinson said he was sur- 
prised by the amount of criticism 
he heard about the machine. He 
said he was unclear why people 
were so opposed to the machine 
and the sound was down so low 
on the machine that it was lost in 


the general sound of Alliot. 

Bolger also pointed out that 
the placement of the machine 
was not ambush marketing. The 
reason it was placed next to the 
Knight Stand was because it was 
the best place it could be without 
violating any fire codes. 

Bolger said after the national 
tests are completed, Coca-Cola 
will determine if the cost of pro- 
ducing these machines is worth 
it. The video vending machines 
cost three to four times more to 
make than a normal vending ma- 
chine, so in order for them to be 
worth using on a wider scale, the 
machines are going to have to 
sell in high volumes. 

“Tf it’s reasonable, we would 
purchase more,” Bolger said. 

For now, students won't 
be seeing a return of the video 
vending machine, but in the fu- 
ture these machines might not 
only be back at St. Michael's 
but in more locations across the 
country. 





By Lilly Lowe 
News Editor 


St. Michael’s students may 
know Robert Letovsky as the 
professor and department chair 
of business administration and 
accounting. What students may 
not know is that Letovsky has 
also joined the race for the Ver- 
mont senate as an independent 
candidate for Chittenden Coun- 


At one of his public hearings 
at South Burlington High School 
on Sept. 7, Letovsky’s sense of 
humor was apparent right from 
the beginning as he joked with 
the crowd about the refresh- 
ments. But‘once Letovsky began 
his slideshow, the jokes took sec- 
ond stage, while the seriousness 
behind his issues took the main 
stage. 

“IT am a single issue candi- 
date,” Letovsky said. “My single 
issue is making the state of Ver- 
mont more affordable for young 
adults.” 

To start off the hearing, 
Letovsky showed a slide of a 
photograph from the Burlington 
Free Press featuring a man on a 
surfboard near a shark on Cape 
Cod this past summer. But how 
does this have anything to do 
with Letovsky’s campaign? 

“Tt’s a gorgeous day at the 
beach; what are you whining 
about?” Letovsky said. “That’s 
just like saying it’s so nice here 
in Vermont, It’s so green, it’s so 
crime free. What are you whin- 
ing about?” 

Letovsky emphasizes the 
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attractions of Vermont first, fo- 
cusing on the natural beauty and 
the attraction of the outdoors. 
But Letovsky is concerned about 
the future of the state he calls his 
home. 

“This is a lovely place,” 
Letovsky said. “Now I’m wor- 
ried about the future, 10 to 15 
years from now.” 

His campaign’s signature 
issue is Vermont’s aging demo- 
graphics and what they mean for 
the state’s tax base and ability to 
fund its pension and health care 
obligations. 

Vermont has one of the old- 
est populations in the country 
and Letovsky said one of the rea- 
sons is because young people are 
leaving due to the lack of good 
job opportunities and the high 
cost of living. 

“It means fewer taxpayers 
down the road and fewer young 
families, which explains why 
enrollment in schools is down,” 
Letovsky said. “At St. Michael’s 
we're very sensitive to this be- 
cause 70 percent of our students 
are from out of state and it’s nat- 
ural that after someone gradu- 
ates they move back home for a 
while.” 

Letovsky has drafted four 
bills for the state of Vermont. 
He’s proposed the 2012 Vermont 
Economic Security Act, the 2012 
State Pension Security Act, the 
2012 Energy Affordability and 
Reliability Act and the 2012 Ver- 
mont Economic Revitalization 
Act. 

“We are losing our youth, 
which isn’t just a Vermont 
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Letovsky spoke to a small crowd at South Burlington High School Sept. 7. 


trend,” Letovsky said. “It’s a 
New England trend and it’s a na- 
tional trend.” 

One of the things Letovsky 
emphasizes is in order to in- 
crease the youth population, 
the state must affect a change 
in perception nationally among 
business owners of Vermont as 
a place to move or start compa- 
nies. 

“Vermont is consistently 
ranked by major national busi- 
ness rankings at or near the 
bottom of all states in terms of 
offering an environment that 
welcomes job creation and pri- 
vate initiative,” Letovsky said. 

Letovsky wants to create 
a business environment that’s 
appealing to the youth, but he 
also acknowledges that the high 
cost of living coupled with col- 


lege debts are making it hard 
for young adults to start a life in 
Vermont. 

Letovsky’s campaign hits 
home to St. Michael’s students 
who want or plan to stay in Ver- 
mont after graduation. 

Alex Leonard, a senior and 
local Vermonter, hopes to stay 
in Vermont after graduation de- 
spite the economic hardships he 
may run into. 

“Right now I feel like the 
economy isn’t exactly boom- 
ing in Vermont,” Leonard said. 
“There are a lot of old people in 
Vermont. But I’m going after 
my teaching licensure for art. 
My plan is to find a teaching po- 
sition, but the truth of the matter 
is that it might not happen.” 

Paul Olsen, an assistant pro- 
fessor of business administration 
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and accounting at St. Michael’s, 
considers himself a_ political 
junky and has been following 
the election closely for that rea- 
son and because of Letovsky’s 
campaign. 

“T always joke with Rob- 
ert and tell him I’m not voting 
for him,” Olsen said. “But the 
reason why, is because I live in 
Colchester and Colchester isn’t 
part of Chittenden county for the 
voting.” 

Even though Olsen can’t 
vote for his colleague, he is still 
supportive of Letovsky’s cam- 
paign. 

“Robert brings boundless 
energy to everything he does,” 
Olsen said. “I know he’s work- 
ing really hard on this and as 
colleagues and friends we’re all 
very excited about the prospect 


Students Build Community Through Mentoring 


By Shannon Moore 
Features Editor 


Transitioning to college life 
can be difficult for first-year stu- 
dents. From living in a residence 
hall to learning how to balance 
classes, it can be an experience 
that would benefit greatly from 
having a mentor. 

The Diversity Mentoring 
Program, run through the office 
of multicultural affairs, aims to 


help students with the transition- 
ing process. The program runs 
numerous activities from din- 
ners between mentors and men- 
tees, to larger social events. 
Moise St. Louis, director of 
multicultural student affairs and 
assistant dean of students, helps 
oversee the mentoring program. 
“As an assistant dean we 
want to run adjustment programs 
for all students.” St. Louis said. 
“We want to give every student 


amazing resources to succeed on 
campus.” 

St. Louis talked about how 
the program is open to all stu- 
dents and is run through the 
multicultural office. Mentors are 
chosen based on their leadership 
abilities and a lot of the mentors 
were once mentees themselves. 

In 2009, St. Michael’s ad- 
opted a diversity statement that 
reads, “The college is dedicated 
to fostering a culture of inclusion 


where individual differences are 
celebrated, valued and recog- 
nized as vital and complementa- 
ry to the academic experience.” 
This year, St. Michael’s ac- 
cepted the highest number of 
multicultural students in years. 
“We’re growing a more 
multicultural community,” said 
Victoria Orner Johnston, direc- 
tor of multicultural and military 
student recruitment. “We needed 
to see how we could systemati- 


cally not only increase the num- 
bers, but also immerse this into 
the community.” 

Johnston, who will be 
leaving the college within the 
next few weeks, attributes this 
growth to numerous groups and 
people on campus. 

“T could not have had a suc- 
cessful run without the whole 
community getting involved,” 
Johnston said. 

See TRANSITION on page 8 
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New Face for Edmundites 


By Patrick Cope 
Columns Editor 


The Society of Saint Ed- 
mund (SSE) was a shrinking or- 
der in the past few years, being 
that the youngest among them 
was Rev. Brian Cummings, who 
officially became a priest almost 
25 years ago. 

However, within the past 
three years, the society has seen 
three young men begin the pro- 
cess for becoming a priest: Lino 
Oropeza, ’09, Jonathan Wheeler, 
10, and Michael Carter, ’12. 

Jonathan Wheeler had not 
had his heart set on becoming a 
priest during his time at the col- 
lege right away. 

“T had always pictured my- 
self as getting married and hav- 
ing kids,” Wheeler said. “During 
my senior year, I began talking 
to members of the society and 
attending morning prayer and 
Mass with them. After a while, I 
just felt at home there.” 

_Upon graduation from 
college, any candidate for the 
priesthood must enter what is 
known as the novitiate period in 
which they study and live a re- 
ligious life. It includes commu- 
nity prayer and Mass as well as 
studying the history and theol- 
ogy of religious life. 

It is also during the novitiate 
period that the candidate must, 
ultimately, identify as unequivo- 
cally connected to religious life 
and service to God. The novitiate 
period lasts for what is known as 
a “canonical year,” a year and a 
day, before the candidate goes 
through three years of seminary 
and takes his final vows of pov- 
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Michael Carter ‘12 at morning prayer in the chapel. bs 


erty, chastity, and obedience. 

Wheeler spent much of his 
time at a formation house in 
South Burlington, where he and 
other novitiates lived after col- 
lege during their canonical year. 
Novitiates living at the forma- 
tion house are allowed to seek 
outside contact with friends and 
family, but cannot hold any type 
of employment. Instead, they de- 
vote themselves to religious life 
and service of their community. 

Wheeler currently is attend- 
ing the Boston College School 
of Theology and Ministry, in 
Brighton, Mass., for his semi- 
narian studies and he does en- 
courage future generations of 
Catholics to follow his example. 

“Tt really is encouraging to 
see people connecting with God 
and to see young people having 
a better outlook on the future of 
the Catholic Church,’ Wheeler 
said. 

There had been one St. 
Michael’s graduate, Joe Kwiat- 
kowski, ’09, who withdrew from 
seminary recently because he 
had a change of heart. 

Michael Carter graduated 
from St. Michael’s this past May 
and has just begun his novitiate, 
though he has been drawn to the 
Catholic Church throughout the 
course of his entire life. 

“I was attracted, initially, 
to the ritualistic or traditional 
aspects of the church,” Carter 
said. “Many people do experi- 
ence that at a young age and do 
not go onto become priests, ob- 
viously, but for me I was always 
interested in the history, the tra- 
dition, the culture, and the litera- 
ture and everything surrounding 


the church.” 

This traditionalist outlook 
on religious service is something 
that many people in today’s so- 
ciety may not embrace. Wheeler 
and Carter’s examples seem 
to go against a current of con- 
tinuing decline, in terms of the 
number of vocations within the 
Catholic Church. In the United 
States alone, the total number of 
ordained priests has fallen from 
58,632 to 38,964 between 1965 
and 2012, according to George- 
town University’s website. 

Rev. Marcel Rainville, a 
1967 graduate of St. Michael’s, 
attributes this decline in Catho- 
lic vocations to changes in soci- 
ety and different perspectives on 
Catholic vocations. 

“People join for the wrong 
reasons, sometimes as a means 
of climbing the social ladder, 
though there are many other 
ways of doing so,” Rainville 
said, “Decades ago, many people 
didn’t have too many other op- 
tions. Now, people are asking the 
fundamental questions of ‘What 
am I doing with my life?’ and 
understanding that their lives 
are more than just about making 
money.” 

Rainville said that the intro- 
duction of these three students 
will bring positive change to the 
SSE as a whole and hopes that 
their example will be followed 
by future students seeking reli- 
gious vocations. 

“We want to make it known 
that the shop is open, in a sense,” 
Rainville said. “The society has 
a younger spirit now, despite its 
aged nature, and our mission 
does still have relevance.” 
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St. Michael’s Alumni Returns to MOVE Office 


By Lilly Lowe 
News Editor 


The Mobilization of Volun- 
teer Efforts (MOVE) office has 
a new face ‘his year, but it’s a 
not an entirely new face to the 
college. Kate Floyd, the new as- 
sistant director, worked with the 
international outreach program 
of MOVE during her time as a 
St. Michael’s student before she 
graduated in 2006. 

Floyd was hired last May 
and officially began working on 
July 1. She had heard of the job 
opening from the previous assis- 
tant director and began to con- 
sider the idea. 

“Tt put a bug in the back of 
my ear and I explored it as an 
option,” Floyd said. “It just felt 
right. It felt like a good path.” 

After she graduated, Floyd 
initially saved up some money 
and travelled abroad to India. 
She was inspired to travel by 
people she knew in the MOVE 
office who had volunteered in 
Calcutta at the Mother Teresa 
homes. 

“That was one of my biggest 
intentions going over: to work in 
those homes,” Floyd said. “I did 
a little bit, but also just toured 
the country and experienced the 
culture.” 

When she came back to the 
U.S., Floyd decided to do Ameri- 
Corps in Colorado. Floyd worked 
with a migrant farm worker pop- 
ulation in a rural impoverished 
area in southern Colorado for a 
couple years. While there, Floyd 
met the man who would become 


Kate Floyd (center) sits and talks with students in the MOVE office. 


her husband, who was also from 
the east coast. The pair eventu- 
ally decided they wanted to move 
back closer to family, bringing 
them back to Vermont. 

Heidi St. Peter, the director 
of MOVE, said that even though 
Floyd began work in the sum- 
mer, the real work starts now that 
the students are back. 

“Tt’s hard to understand what 
the MOVE office is all about in 
the summertime because our of- 
fice is so much about students 
and having the students around,” 
St. Peter said. “With the stu- 
dents back, these are really her 
first weeks. I think she’s begin- 
ning to understand her role.” 

As assistant director, Floyd 
has two main responsibilities. 
She works with a group of stu- 
dents on the extended service 
committee. These students help 


organize, run and facilitate ev- 
erything that goes along with 
the process of applying, getting 
the word out and organizing the 
eleven domestic trips. Floyd 
is in contact with all the loca- 
tions they go to. Floyd is also 
in charge of the budget for the 
MOVE office. 

“(The budget) is a large task 
considering we’ve got 20 plus 
local programs,” St. Peter said. 
“Each local program has its own 
budget, so it’s staying on top of 
those budgets as well as the over- 
all MOVE budget.” 

Those are the two main 
tasks Floyd has to tackle, but 
there is much more to her job. 

“My daily task is to be here 
and be with students to hear 
what students want, what they 
need, and what we can make 
happen with them,” Floyd said. 


“It changes daily depending on 
what comes up.” 

Senior Liv McCall has been 
working in the MOVE office 
for four years now. McCall said 
Floyd has been a positive influ- 
ence. 

“T think Kate has been a 
great addition to the MOVE of- 
fice”’ McCall said. “She is a 
role-model and a great example 
of how we can continue our ser- 
vice to others after college. We 
are so lucky to have her.” 

St. Peter shares similar en- 
thusiasm about having Floyd in 
the office and said she has fit 
right in so far. 

“T think she provides a re- 
ally good balanced approach and 
she’s thoughtful,” St. Peter said. 
“She doesn’t just jump right in 
and start talking, but when she 
does talk you know it’s com- 





Photo by: Lilly Lowe 


ing from a place that is genuine. 
She’s learning a lot and she’s 
very excited about just being in: 
the midst of it all.” 

One new opportunity that 
Floyd is particularly excited 
about in the MOVE office. this 
year is the extended service trip 
to the Cheyenne River Reserva- 
tion in May. Floyd said it was 
an exploratory trip last year and 
this year it’s officially on board 
for students who wish to apply. 

“I love working with St. 
Mike’s students,” Floyd said. “I 
think MOVE is at the heart of 
what St. Mike’s is all about and 
the bigger picture of life after 
St. Mike’s. It’s about connec- 
tions and students here build 
them with community partners 
and they come back and connect 
with us.” 


Transition Based Mentoring Program Grows 


continues from page 6 


Senior program coordina- 
tors Andrea Munar and Maria 
Gutierrez said it has become 
more organized than it was 
when they first started. To help 
that happen this semester, they 
worked alongside St. Louis to 
make the mentor and mentee 
pairs as best as possible. 

“We want this to build a 
community so people don’t feel 
isolated,” Gutierrez said. “We 
want it to be that eventually 
people are making connections 


between the classes so they will 
reach out and bond.” 

The program is mainly 
geared towards first-year stu- 
dents. 

“More than anything we 
want to reach out and make the 
freshman welcome,” Munar said. 

“IT hope we can be a posi- 
tive influence and help make the 
transition easier for them,” Guti- 
errez added. 

“This mentoring program is 
transition based,” St. Louis said. 
“New students can learn from 
students that have been on this 
campus for a long time.” 


Interested students are 
paired with an upperclassman 
who serves as their mentor, but 
according to Munar and Gutier- 
rez, they serve more as a friend. 
Both women were mentored by 
the same person and talk very 
highly of their experience. 

“To this day we have a very 
good friendship with our men- 
tor,’ Gutierrez said. “It was nice 
to know I had a friend right from 
the beginning to help me.” 

Frantzy Suffard, ‘12, was a 
part of the mentoring program 
during his time here at the col- 
lege. 


“The program was very 
valuable,’ Suffard said. “It 
helped me get through my four 
years here.” 

Suffard also talked about 
how the program could also be 
challenging. 

“Being a mentor was tough 
sometimes,” Suffard said. “Be- 
ing there to support someone 
entering college life while bal- 
ancing it with your own school- 
work was tough, but it was life 
changing.” 

Suffard then said he enjoyed 
letting students know that it’s not 
that hard and they always have 





someone there for them. 

The program has existed 
for years, but this year Munar 
and Gutierrez are hoping to ex- 
pand and be even more success- 
ful. They believe it goes along 
with what St. Michael’s creates, 
which is a community. 

“T would love to see this pro- 
gram continue after us, this con- 
cept is both helpful and commu- 
nity building,” Munar said. “Our 
goal is to not just call ourselves 
mentors, but to make ourselves 
an important person in their 
lives.” 
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Vibraphonist Joe Locke runs clinic for students 
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: SAUCE & CHEESE PIZZA MED $9.95 LG $14.25 PLUS TAX 
SAUCES CRUSTS 
Zesty Tomato Hand Tossed Traditional 
Creamy Alfredo Extra Thin or Thick 
Olive Oil Garlic King Arthur White 
Pesto Pine Nut King Arthur Certified 
Thai Peanut Organic Wheat MED ADD .SOLGADD.75 
Barbecue Gluten Free MED ONLY ADD $3.00 


PIZZA TOPPINGS MED $1.50 each LG $1.75 each PLUS TAX 


CHICKEN WINGS 
REGULAR / HOT / BBQ / BUFFALO / THAI 


ANNO ener tenn eeeeeeeeeeensesensasessseseeesees 


PANKO CRUSTED BONELESS TENDERS 
: REGULAR / BBQ / BUFFALO / THAI 


? SINGLE (1Lb) $7.25 / DOUBLE (2 Lb) $13.50 
? DOUBLE DOUBLE (4 Lb) $25.00 PLUS TAX 


: FRESH BREADSTICKS 


: FRESH SALADS 
? GARLIC $3.75 GARDEN $4.75 
: CHEESY $4.75 GREEK $5.75 PLUS TAK 


} SWEET CINNAMON $3.75 








951-9000 


WWW.LEONARDOSONLINE.COM 


ORDER ONLINE 
FREE DELIVERY/CARRY OUT 


10% OFF WITH COLLEGE ID 


TRADITIONAL MED $13.50 LG $18.50 PLUS TAX 


CLASSIC PEPPERONI DELUXE 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, New England 
Baked Ham, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Peppers and White Mushrooms 
MEAT LOVER’S REVENGE 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, Hot Italian 
Sausage, Ground Western Beef and New England Baked Ham 

NICOLE’S BACON CHEESEBURGER PARADISE 

Ketchup, Honey Mustard, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Sliced Red 
Onions, Extra Ground Beef, Cob Smoked Bacon, Sprinkles of Gorgonzola 
Cheese 

AMANDA’S SIX FEET UNDER 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Fresh Chopped Garlic, Italian 
Pepperoni, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Cob Smoked Bacon, Hot Italian Sau- 
sage 

HAWAIIAN ISLAND DELIGHT 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, New England Baked Ham, Cob 
Smoked Bacon, Freshly Cut Broccoli and Sweet Hawaiian Pineapple 

TEXAS HOT BUFFALO CHICKEN 

Zesty Tomato Texas Hot Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, 

Spicy Chicken Breast, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Gorgonzola Cheeses 
ROASTED CHICKEN BBQ 

Barbecue Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken Breast, 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Mushrooms, Roasted Red Peppers 
LEONARDO'S WORKS MED $14.25 LG $19.50 PLUS TAX 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, New England 
Baked Ham, Hot Italian Sausage, Freshly Cut Broccoli, White Mushrooms, Red 
Onions, Green Peppers and California Black Olives 


World-renowned jazz musi- 
cian Joe Locke plays the vibra- 
phone in McCarthy Recital Hall 
on Thursday, Sept. 20. Students 
gathered to hear Locke perform 
alongside special guest drum- 
mer Ludwig Alfonso, saxo- 
phonist and director of the St. 
Michael’s College jazz orchestra 
Brian McCarthy, pianist Tom 
Cleary and bassist John Riv- 
ers. Locke put on a clinic earlier 
Thursday focused on the spiri- 
tuality of imperfection in mu- 
sic. Visit the Defender online to 
view a multimedia piece featur- 
ing the music played by Locke 
as well as images reflecting on 
the visiting performance at St. 
Michaels’s. 


To view the multimedia of 
vibraphonist Joe Locke visit de- 
fender.smcvt.edu 
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SIGNATURE GOURMET. MED $13.50 LG $18.50 PLUS TAX 


ROASTED MAINE POTATO 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Fresh Green Spinach, 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Freshly Sliced Potatoes, Smoked Bacon, _Rose-: 
mary and Feta Cheese : 
BASIL PESTO CHICKEN 

Basil Pesto Nut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken 
Breast, Roasted Red Peppers, Sun Dried Tomatoes, Freshly Sliced Red On- : 
ions with Gorgonzola Cheese : 
MOLLY'S CHICKEN MUSHROOM CARBONARA 

Alfredo Sauce, Fresh Chopped Garlic, Cheddar/Mozzarella/Parmesan : 
Cheese, Freshly Sliced Mushrooms and Red Onions, Smoked Bacon, Marinat 
ed Chicken : 
FENNEL SAUSAGE GOURMET 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarelia Cheese, Hot Italian Sausage, 
Fennel, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Fresh Green Spinach with Gorgonzola 
Cheese 

CLASSIC CHICKEN CORDON BLEU : 
Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Marinated Chicken Breast, New England Baked Ham, : 
Fresh Green Spinach, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Blended Cheeses : 
ASIAN THAI CHICKEN : 
Thai Peanut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken Breast,! 
Freshly Sliced White Mushrooms, Red Onions, Green Bell Peppers and 


INSPIRED VEGETARIAN. MED $13.50 LG $18.50 PLUS TAX 


VEGETARIAN WORKS : 
Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Cut Spinach, Broccoli, t 
Mushrooms, Green Peppers, Red Onions, Plum Tomatoes and California Ble 
Olives : 
GORGONZOLA GOURMET 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Green Spinach, 

Plum Tomatoes, Marinated Artichoke Hearts with Gorgonzola Cheese 
EXOTIC GREEK ISLAND 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Chopped Garlic, 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Spinach, Plum Tomatoes 

and California Black Olives with Greek Feta Cheese 

FOUR CHEESE FUSION 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Fresh Green Spinach, Fresh Plum Tomatoes 

with Mozzarella, Cheddar, Parmesan and Gorgonzola Cheeses : 
PESTO FETA MEDITERRANEAN 2 
Basil Pesto Nut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Sun Dried Tomatoes, Ri 
Onions, Artichoke Hearts with Feta Cheese - 
THE VEGAN SALVATION MED $14.25 LG $19.50 PLUS TAX 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Vegan Soy Cheese, Fresh Chopped Spinach, - 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Mushrooms, Plum Tomatoes, Black Olives 
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No More Half Measures 


When my — grandfather 
owned his restaurant, Paul’s Fish 
Fry, customer service was ev- 
erything. My father rattled off 
the order, the food was whipped 
together in the kitchen and short- 
ly after it was served. This is a 
large reason, along with the deli- 
cious milkshakes, why 15 years 
after closing my grandfather is 
still asked to reopen nearly ev- 
ery day. 

The powers that be at St. 
Michael’s don’t seem to under- 
stand the importance of custom- 
er service, albeit more nuanced 
here than at a restaurant. As 
you can tell by the cover story, 
upperclassmen are essentially 
being transformed into babysit- 
ters. Registering parties days in 
advance and patrolling who is 
drinking outside of their town- 
house are unreasonable expecta- 
tions for students. 

Yes, there are ample reasons 
for enforcing such policies; there 
is not, however, any precedent 


nor consistency across campus 
for the rules to be suddenly and 
sprung on students and inconsis- 
tently enforced. 

As new Dean of Students 
Dawn Ellinwood acknowledged 
in Issue 1, St. Michael’s has a 
drinking culture. While St. Mi- 
chael’s is technically a Catholic 
college, more students spend 
time praying to the porcelain 
throne after a night of drinking 
than attend church. From pro- 
spective student overnight visits 
all the way through senior week, 
alcohol is omnipresent through- 
out the four-year trip, or stumble, 
to graduation for many students. 

If administrators want to 
solve the problem of underage 
drinking, then that would be 
a noble undertaking. Unfortu- 
nately that is not what they are 
doing. By not properly enacting 
the newly enforced rules, they 
are setting up their students for 
failure. 

I’m not condoning underage 


drinking, but it’s a fact of life on 
the St. Michael’s campus. For all 
the attention being paid to the 
300 townhouses, there isn’t any 
tangible change on the rest of 
campus. The upperclassmen are 
being tasked with duties that 
rightfully fall under the role of 
Public Safety or the Colchester 
Police. 

Yes, living on campus 
brings certain obligations for 
maintaining a safe environment, 
but it shouldn’t apply solely to 
those living in the 300s. Under- 
age drinking happens all over 
campus even in the fallacy that 
is substance-free GREAT Hous- 
ing. 

There is a problem when 
students who take the time’ to 
register parties find themselves 
in more trouble than those who 
don’t. 

St. Michael’s is in no man’s 
land right now. It’s in between 
the more relaxed policies of past 
years and a system that would 





Junior Chris Allen celebrates while playing ultimate frisbee on the 300s field. 


actually enforce the law. By not 
being decisive, the college is do- 
ing a disservice to its students. 

There are three options for 
how the school can police alco- 
hol on campus. The first is to 
be strict in preventing under- 
age drinking. The second is to 
largely turn a blind-eye, as they 
have in years past. The third, 
and by far the worst, is to seem- 
ingly pick-and-choose at random 
when to actually enforce the 
rules. Right now, St. Michael’s 
is choosing option number three 
when the students were expect- 
ing, based on past experiences, 
number two. 

It’s not wise to change the 
menu after customers have or- 
dered without giving them no- 
tice. If the administration doesn’t 
handle this properly, chicken 
patties might be what people 
remember about St. Michael’s 
most fondly 15 years from now. 

- Paul Palladino 


Executive Editor 
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1 City, 2 Rappers, Very Different Messages 


By Paul Palladino 
Executive Editor 


“IT guess the money 
should’ve changed him/I guess 
I should’ve forgot where I came 
from.” — Kanye West, “Can’t Tell 
Me Nothing,” 2007. 


Chicago-raised rappers 


Lupe Fiasco and Kanye West 
each released albums in the past 
week. Comparing the rap con- 
temporaries is logical on several 
levels. 


Source: Wikipedia 
West at SWU Music Festival 
(2011) 





The two have several things 
in common besides being from 
the same city. They are two of 
the best lyricists of their genera- 
tion. They are open about their 
love for God. Each has called 
out a president: West famous- 
ly claimed that “George Bush 
doesn’t care about black people” 
while Fiasco said “To me, the 
biggest terrorist is Obama in the 
United States of America.” 

Their music, however, has 
steadily grown in opposite di- 
rections. One of West’s first hits 
was “Jesus Walks,” but now his 
music is almost solely dedicated 
to bragging about his wealth. 

While Fiasco broke in to the 
mainstream with the skateboard- 
ing dedicated “Kick, Push,” he 
has progressed to songs based 
largely on politics and the state 
of America. 

On his new album Food and 
Liquor 2: The Great American 
Rap Album: Part 1, Fiasco suc- 
ceeds in combining his views on 
America with excellent beats. As 
he points out the shortcomings 
in the country, the title is both 
tongue-in-cheek and accurate. 
On the one hand, Fiasco says the 
country is anything but great; on 


‘the other, it is one great display 


of what rap can be. Fiasco de- 
bunks the myth that all rappers 
rhyme about nothing. 

- The comparison to West 
highlights the value behind Fi- 


asco’s newest release. West’s 
GOOD Music label released its 
Cruel Summer album last week 
and it couldn’t be more differ- 
ent than Fiasco’s FL2. While 
FL2 has a unifying theme, Cruel 
Summer is a collection of unre- 
lated songs about “stunting.” 

An interesting point for 
comparison is the use of Lambo- 
rghinis on both albums. GOOD’s 
“Mercy” was a summer smash 
that focused on a catchy hook 
about being “in that two seat 
Lambo with yo’ girl.’ West 
thymes about putting suicide 
doors on his tour bus and pri- 
vate jet, while Big Sean, Pusha 
T and 2 Chainz talk about an 
“ass quake,” “Rick James” and 
“drinking champagne on the 
airplane,” respectively. It’s a fun 
song to listen to, but not exactly 
changing the world. 

Fiasco’s “Lamborghini An- 
gels” takes a decidedly differ- 
ent outlook on the car and what 
it represents in America. He 
denounces the materialism of 
the country while also devoting 
verses to religions forcing their 
message on others, brainwash- 
ing and priests abusing children. 

To further undermine how 
“great” America is, Fiasco also 
includes a distorted clip of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy’s famous 
“My Fellow Americans” speech. 
It might not be as popular a song, 
but the meaning is much deeper. 


Another facet of the debate 
is the chaotic summer that West 
and Fiasco’s hometown of Chi- 
cago experienced. To date, Chi- 
cago has had a near 25 percent 
increase in homicides. The two, 
as could be expected, have re- 
acted differently. 

West included a song, “Don’t 
Like,” on the album which fea- 
tures 17-year-old Chicago rapper 
Chief Keef, whose favorite ad-lib 
just happens to be “bang-bang.” 

On “Roses (ITAL),” Fiasco 
raps “ain’t no manhood in that 
bang-bang.” To say Fiasco is tak- 
ing a more proactive route in re- 
gard to his city’s violence would 
be a grand understatement. 

Cruel Summer will un- 
doubtedly sell more copies due 
to having West’s name attached 
to it, but Fiasco can take pride 
in knowing that his work has a 
much greater chance of enact- 
ing change and helping his city 
progress. 

With the days of “ringtone 
rap” not far in the rearview, it 
can be easy for artists to sac- 
rifice their message for dollar 
signs. Fiasco stayed true to his 
cause which is worthy of praise 
in itself. Not to mention the mu- 
sic is excellent as well. 

As far as West is concerned, 
Fiasco’s album should serve as 
a wakeup call. West has all the 
money anyone could ever need. 
He has an A-list girlfriend in 





Source: Wikipedia 
Fiasco at Ottawa Blues Fest (2011) 


Kim Kardashian. He has chart- 
topping songs and albums. 

What he doesn’t have any 
longer is a meaningful connec- 
tion to his city in his music. The 
only significant political mes- 
sage from him this album was 
“Mitt Romney don’t pay no tax.” 
It’s funny, but it’s not saying 
much, either. In times as violent 
as these, Chicago desperately 
needs West to use his influence 
to impact change. 

West’s 2007 lyrics now ap- 
pear to have been an eerie pre- 
dictor of things to come. 


Paul Palladino is a junior 
Journalism major. He can be 
reached at ppalladino@mail. 
smcvt.edu 


Calendar for September 26-October 2 


Flynn Theatre 


Burlington 





Higher Ground 


Thursday, Sept. 27: 
“How I Learned to Drive,” 

a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
play by Paul Vogel. Located 
at Royall Tyler Theatre at 
UVM. Show starts at 11 a.m. 


Friday, Sept. 28: Comedian 
Paula Poundstone performs at 
Flynn main stage. Ticket prices: 
$15-35, show starts at 8 p.m. 


Thursday, Sept. 27-Sunday, 
Sept. 30: Anais Mitchell with 
Michael Chorney and Reed Foehl. 
Locations are Bristol, Bellows Falls, 
Craftsbury, and Burlington. Shows 
begin at 7:30 p.m. 


Thursday, Sept. 27: SMC 
Film Series: The Godfather Part 
II (1974). Introduction by Prof. 
George Dameron, History. 8 p.m. 


Tuesday, Oct. 2: Journalist 
and peace activist Colman McCar- 
thy will be the keynote speaker for 
this year’s Peace Pledge ceremony. 
Begins at 8 p.m. 


Saturday, Sept. 29: Artist 
Alison Bechdel’s gallery showing 
at Amy E. Tarrant Gallery. Free 
and open to public, begins at 11 
a.m. 


Sunday, Sept. 30: 
Crowd Control Comedy 
Show. Four comedians per- 
form competitive stand-up. 
Located at the Monkey House 
in Winooski. Show starts at 

7 p.m. 


Thursday, Sept. 27: Switchfoot 
with Paper Route at Higher Ground 
Ballroom. Show begins at 7:30 p.m. 
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The Unsatisfactory Truths About Rape Culture 








By Matt Rogers 
Guest Columnist 


Last issue’s column “The 
Problems with Rape Culture” 
raises valid points. It also, in my 
opinion, raises some questions. 
The author stated that “Telling 
me to change my behavior in or- 
der to make it harder for some- 
one to rape me implies that I am 
doing something wrong,’ and 
that “women are encouraged to 
take self defense classes or carry 
mace.” 

While I may lack some per- 
spective, as a man, I must also 


Drinking from the 





By James Greer 
Guest Columnist 


— 


binge. Not on alcohol or 
food, even though in college, 
those two aren’t outside the 
realm of possibility. I am talk- 
ing about bingeing on television. 
“Binge viewing,’ coined by 
Syracuse University professor 
Bob Thompson, refers to the act 
of watching an entire season (or 
even an entire series) of a televi- 
sion show, over a short period of 
time. 

With the rise of websites 
like Netflix (23 million sub- 
scribers and counting), anyone 
can lock themself in their room 
all day and crank through end- 
less hours of television. While 
this trend is gaining popularity 
with people of all ages, it’s the 
popular amongst college stu- 
dents. 


say I consider myself a thinking 
man. I am not blind or insensi- 
tive to problems that I am unlike- 
ly to face, but I would say that 
rape happens. Yes, it is men who 
do it. Yes, ideally men would 
make changes to end rape, but it 
won't happen overnight and it is 
not all men. 

I would be willing to wa- 
ger that most men would never 
consider raping a woman and 
the ones who do probably would 
not choose to attend a “Do Not 
Rape” course. To make gener- 
alizations that effectively imply 
that all men rape is just another 
facet of the fallacy that rape is 
inevitable. It assumes that every 
man is looking to rape women 
when I would contend that there 
are a series of social factors— 
certainly not biological ones— 
that promote rape ideology in a 
given setting. 


When I first heard it be- 
ing referred to as “binging,” I 
thought that was a little extreme. 
Sure, watching a lot of TV can 
be a problem for students trying 
to get work done, but watching 
the entirety of “Arrested Devel- 
opment” can’t compare to down- 
ing a fifth of vodka. 

I soon ate those words when 
I got my own Netflix account 
and discovered a little show 
called “Breaking Bad.” Episode 
after episode, I found myself 
more and more involved in the 
world of chemistry teacher Wal- 
ter White, and his journey to the 
top of a methamphetamine em- 
pire. 

The end of each episode 
provided me with an opportunity 
to watch the next one, a tempo- 
rary break in my descent down 
the rabbit hole. I told myself I 
should stop and actually have 
an interaction with another hu- 


man being, but like that friend at_ 


the party who tells you “C’mon 
man! Do one more shot! Do it 
for me,” the wonderland of Albu- 
querque meth dealers poured me 
another jigger for my consump- 
tion. I told myself this would be 


This brings me to the issue 
of defining rape culture. Rape 
culture encompasses significant- 
ly more than just questioning 
women’s actions first. Rape cul- 
ture on college campuses is com- 
prised of attitudes and beliefs 
about women and the nature of 
masculinity that are by no means 
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To make generaliza- 

tions that effectively 

imply that all men 

rape is just another 

facet of the fallacy 

that rape is inevi- 

y) 

universal (For a more thorough 


table. 
discussion, refer to A. Ayres Bo- 


swell’s 1996 article “Fraternities 
and Collegiate Rape Culture”). 

There are no behaviors that 
ask for rape, but there are behav- 
iors that make it easier. Clothing 
is not included in this number, 
but alcohol consumption is, so 
far as | am concerned. 

As terrible as it is, rape can 
happen to any woman—or man, 
for that matter—and we can- 
not make that fact disappear. If 
“Don’t Rape” classes could undo 
20 years of socialization in an 
instant, then surely we should 
have them. But if self-defense 
classes, carrying mace, traveling 
in groups, or having fewer beers 
could prevent even one rape here 
and now, why should these be 
considered “blaming the vic- 
tim?” Just as consuming alco- 
hol or walking alone make rape 
easier, being prepared to defend 
oneself makes rape more diffi- 





cult. Will it prevent every rape? 
No. But when solutions to the 
problem as a whole do not pres- 
ently exist, all we can do is treat 
the symptoms. 

Rape is not inevitable, but 
it’s not going away overnight. 
The attitudes and beliefs that 
promote this inexcusable behav- 
ior are too deeply ingrained to 
do away with in an instant. Life, 
ultimately, is beyond our control. 
The only thing we can influence 
is what we do each and every 
moment. Until we can undo the 
culture of rape, the only solu- 
tions are the unsatisfactory ones. 


Matt Rogers is a junior so- 
ciology/media studies major. He 
can be reached at mrogers3@ 
mail.smcvt.edu 


Netflix Stream, Too Often 


the absolute last one. 

Half a season later, I found 
myself lying in bed in nothing 
but my underwear, my eyes blur- 
ry from their prolonged expo- 
sure to my laptop screen. When 
I eventually rolled out of bed and 
looked out my window, I was 
greeted by a setting sun. The 
day had escaped from me. This 
was my first official binge, but 
I didn’t think it was a waste of 
time. Then I did the same exact 
thing the following Sunday, put- 
ting off all my work for the sake 
of the promiscuous pill popping 
teenagers in the British drama 
“Skins.” 

Binge viewing is truly a 
double edged sword in this re- 
gard. Sure, I got to spend a Fri- 
day afternoon just sitting around, 
going through episodes like 
devouring chapter after chap- 
ter of a good novel. But, when 
it came to Sunday, a day that I 
should have spent preparing for 
the coming week and complet- 
ing assignments, my mind was 
somewhere else. 

I knew that if I still want- 
ed to be productive at college, 
I couldn’t make this a regular 
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Drew Moll ‘13 engaging in TV bingeing via Netflix on his computer. 


thing. I won’t fully denounce 
binge viewing, because I see it 
as being a good reward system 
for getting work done. In my 
opinion, it is the best way to ap- 
preciate a series with continuous 
story lines and gradually played 
out character arcs. 

We all have something that 
we splurge on, whether it is 
fast food, alcohol, or shopping 
sprees. There is nothing wrong 
with indulging in something 
once in a while. It can actually 
be a nice escape from our hectic 
lives. But with all these things 


we may binge on, moderation is 
key, and priorities are a must. 

I’m going to keep on bing- 
ing, but obviously I won’t do it 
every day. Instead of spending 
every waking hour in front of 
my laptop, getting angry at all 
the twist endings and confusing 
revelations of “Lost,” maybe I 
will get that reading assignment 
done, go see my friends, or even 
put some pants on. 


James Greer is a junior jour- 
nalism major. He can be reached at 
Jgreer@mail.smcvt.edu 





Have something to say or an event you want to promote? Submit columns and calendar events to pcope@mail.smcvt.edu 
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By Greer Lemnah 
Staff Writer 


Athletes submit their bod- 
ies to incredible strain and abuse 
in order to compete and achieve 
their goals. Imagine putting 
yourself through countless fit- 
ness tests, sprints, weight lifting, 
and practice just to play the sport 
you love. It is pain, but it is tem- 
porary. : 

Now imagine being plagued 
with constant lung infections, 
coughing, wheezing and short- 
ness of breath. This is what it is 
like to live with Cystic Fibrosis. 
The St. Michael’s College field 
hockey team is coming face to 
face with both of these this sea- 
son, as they practice, play and 
participate in the Team IMPACT 
program. 

- Team IMPACT is based in 
New England and pairs college 
athletic teams with a local child 
facing a life-threatening disease. 


DEFENDERS PORTS 
Meet Maureen, Field Hockey’s ‘Lucky Charm’ 


St.Michael’s field hockey is making an impact in the life of a local high school student 


The Purple Knights have been 
matched up with 13-year-old 
Maureen Eddy. Eddy, who at- 
tends many of the team’s home 
games, has a positive outlook 
about her disease. 

“Tt’s not that much different 
from living normally because 
the only different thing is tak- 
ing the pills and the treatments,” 
Eddy said. “Other than that, be- 
sides hospital visits, it’s not bad.” 

Her experience with the 
team has been positive as well. 

“It’s good to meet every- 
body and be part of a college 
team,” Eddy said. 

Other sports on campus 
were offered the opportunity 
last year to be matched, but field 
hockey team is the first at St. Mi- 
chael’s to be paired with a Team 
IMPACT participant. 


See IMPACT on page 15 
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Photo by Gabbi Hall 


Maureen Eddy, a high school student living with Cystic Fybrosis, stood amongst athletes and coaches at a 
field hockey game against Franklin Pierce College on the Duffy Field last Thursday, wearing her honorary 


team jersey and a smile. 


Alumni Join the Hall of Fame Class of 2012 


St. Michael's Athletics honored outstanding members of the program over Alumni Weekend 


By Gabbi Hall 
Sports Editor 


On Sept. 14, six former Pur- 
ple Knights joined a select group 
of outstanding athletes in the St. 
Michael’s Athletic Hall of Fame. 
The 2012 class included Nicole 
Cremo, °95, Meggan Dulude, 
°07 (softball), Peter Cragan, ’70 
(basketball), Lori Vernier, ’82 
(cross-country), Rev. Eugene 
Labory (Moderator of Athlet- 
ics), and Marie Shaw, ’89 (field 
hockey). 

The youngest of these is 


_ Assistant Director of Athletics 


Meggan Dulude, who gradu- 
ated from St. Michael’s just five 
years ago. Dulude said Assistant 
Director of Athletics and Chair 
of the Hall of Fame Committee 
Chris Kenny broke the news of 
her nomination to her. 

“He asked to speak to me 
privately,” Dulude said. “Then, I 
got a little nervous about some- 
thing work related. I was relieved 


that it wasn’t anything bad. I was 
sort of shocked and took quite a 
while to feel sort of comfortable 
with it.” 

Hall of Fame inductees are 
chosen based on -athletic par- 
ticipation, which means. that 
“individuals who have not par- 
ticipated in Saint Michael’s in- 
tercollegiate athletics, but who 
have distinguished themselves 
through their exceptional sup- 
port, or through athletic achieve- 
ment in his/her professional/ 
amateur career” can be nominat- 
ed, according to the committee 
guidelines. 

“Anyone can nominate to 
the Hall of Fame ballots,” Kenny 
said. 

Kenny said current students 
rarely nominate alumni for the 
Hall of Fame, but it does happen 
occasionally. Most classes will 
have five alumni in them unless 
one of the top five is deceased. In 
that event, another living alumni 


may be added. 

The standing committee 
who has the voting power con- 
sists of “the athletic director, 
associate athletic director for 
external affairs, the director of 
alumni and parent relations (or 
designee), the sports information 
director, a member of the Society 
of Saint Edmund, three current 
members of the Hall of Fame, 
two current student-athletes who 
are also members of the SAAC, 
and two at-large members drawn 
from the faculty, staff and alum- 
ni of the College,” according to 
the committee guidelines. 

Committee members, in- 
ductees, alumni, friends and 
family gathered to honor this 
year’s class at the DoubleTree 
Hotel in South Burlington. 

“You have sort of a min- 
gling time for about an hour- 
and-a-half,’ Dulude said. “Once 
everybody sits down, there is 
usually a welcome. Pat Gallivan 


usually is the emcee. There is a 
welcome by the president and by 
Geri [Knortz, director of athlet- 
ICS}z* 

The night continued with 
dinner followed by a slideshow 
featuring each of the inductees. 


“Tt’s usually accompanied 
by the St. Michael’s fight song, 
which is usually the first time 
people have heard the St. Mi- 
chael’s fight song,” Dulude said. 


See HALL OF FAME on page 15 








Courtesy of the Cragan Family 


Jack Russell, ’70, Peter Cragan, ’70, a 2012 St. Michael’s Athletics Hall 
of Fame Inductee, and Fr. Brian Cummings SSE, ’86 celebrate 


Cragan’s induction on Sept. 14. 
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Intramural Department to Get Makeover 


By Marissa St. Laurent 
Staff Writer 

After years of frustration on 
campus, the intramural sports 
program at St. Michael’s Col- 
lege might get the much needed 
makeover students have been 
waiting for. As the student in- 
tramural intern, senior Kenny 
Vassallo has high hopes and big 
plans for the future of the pro- 
gram. 

Students value the program, 
but it hasn’t done so well in the 
past few years. Vassallo said 
the program has been plagued 
by poor communication and or- 
ganizational skills that affect 
the way games are played and 
impede the possibility of adding 
new sports. These are the is- 
sues that Vassallo said he plans 
to work on in his new position as 
an intramural intern. 

Intramural sports are im- 
portant for senior and frequent 
program participant Zack Benu- 
ck. He said that intramurals give 
students something to do with 
friends while being competitive 
and having a good time. 

“Tt’s an extra thing to do and 
keep you going,” Benuck said. 
“You look forward to it through- 
out the week.” 

Although soccer, basket- 
ball, volleyball and floor hockey 
are the sports available through 
intramurals, many students have 
been begging for more intramu- 
ral programs. Vassallo said that 
it’s trickier to get new sports 
than people think. 

“We tried to get flag foot- 
ball started but there were li- 
ability issues with that and we 
didn’t really get the process 
started early enough,” Vassallo 
said. “If we’re going to under- 


"Intramural Games to Watch 


Thursday 9/27: Clao Bella 
(0-2-0) vs 


foe 
ete Bees (1-1-0) vs. 
Blue Bombers — 
(3-0-0) yea 
8:00pm 


The two top teams in the 
Purple Division of the B 
League square off as Tyler 
Griswold’s Blue Bombers look 
to continue its dominance 
against Courtney Seavey’s 
Bumble Bees. 


Cool Kasir (2-1-0) vs 


take something that big we have 
to go through so many loops that 
we've got to get it started the se- 
mester before.” 

There are rumors of outdoor 
soccer and softball startups, but 
this has not happened because 
of construction and the heavy 
use of the 300s field. Vassallo 
added that he has been working 
with Student Life to get smaller 
programs like three on three 
basketball tournaments started. 

According to the Student 
Intramural Coordinator Colin 
Flanders one of the biggest or- 
ganizational problems the Intra- 
mural Sports Department faces 
this year is the lack of work 
study students allotted. 

“We don’t have enough 
workers,” Flanders said. “Right 
now we have six or seven. Last 
year it was almost fifteen, twen- 
Vea 

He added that out of the six 
or seven work-study students, 
only one or two are scheduled 
to work at a time during games. 
This means that there is only one 
student to keep score, control the 
clock and help sort out disputes 
while two or more games are 
played. 

In the past the program had 
issues even getting the work- 
study students to show up. 

“Most of the time we have 
to run our own clock because we 
don’t have a worker to do that,” 
Vassallo said. 

As a result, the end scores 
of games are not always accurate 
and can lead to disagreements in 
team standings at the end of the 
season. 

Flanders and Vassallo plan 
take on more serious roles as 
supervisors, making sure work 


- Wednesday 9/26: 


FC Muffin Tops (1-1-0) 
9: 00pm 


- Cool Kasir, from the Gold Divi- 

_ sion of the B League, looks to 
-rebound from a loss by forfeit 
against Oliver Macmillan- 


Bell's FC Muffin Tops, who 
are coming off of a 7-5 victory 
against Victorious Secret. 








Photo by Chris Elbag 


A group of intramural soccer players scramble for possession on Thursday night inside the Tarrant Center. 


study students show up when 


they are scheduled to work and 
take care of the respon 
of their jobs. 

Another problem students 
have been dealing with the pro- 
gram is the scheduling. 

“T feel like last year was a 
little bit sporadic and the sched- 
uling didn’t really go well,’ Be- 
nuck said. 

Flanders agreed that this 
is one of the biggest complaints 
he gets from students. To fix 
this issue, Vassallo said he has 
been working closely with Ann 
Dwyer, coordinator of athletic 
facilities, so that there are no 
mistakes in scheduling courts. 


Cool Kasir (4-1-0) — 

7:00pm i 
AnALeague match-up of sy 
two teams ranked high in the 
preseason polls, but have 
underachieved during the sea- 
son, as Shannon Doherty’s 
Ciao Bella looks to turn their — 
season around after a tough — 
0-2 start. 


As part of the effort to orga- 
nize the program, Flanders and 
Vassallo agreed that communi- 
cation needs to be worked on. 
Over the summer they created a 
Facebook page and a Twitter ac- 
count to keep the participants in 
intramural sports both informed 
and involved. . 

“Up until now we haven’t 
had a Facebook or Twitter,” 
Flanders said. “That’s pretty 
big nowadays, just having some- 
thing people can go to. People 
can see who’s playing instead 
of waiting for us to send out a 
schedule.” 

Advertisement of the in- 
tramural sports program was 





stepped up by getting an an- 
nouncement on St. Michael’s 
television station. The intramu- 
ral sports page on St. Michael’s 
website was recently updated for 
the first time since 2005. 

Vassallo said that continu- 
ing to hire students as interns 
in the intramural sports depart- 
ment would be beneficial to the 
program. He hopes that the 
program will improve by get- 
ting people who are enthusiastic 
about intramural sports more in- 
volved. 

“T think that if the office 
shows that we care then the kids 
that are playing will start to care 
too,” Vassallo said. 


Photo by Chris Elbag 
Dane Sengaloun-Homsab lines up his shot during intramural soccer 
on Thursday night. 
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Field Hockey Makes IMPACT 


Continued from page 13 


Team IMPACT’s website 
highlights the basic principles of 
what their program is designed 
to achieve for both the children 
and their corresponding teams. 

“Through the power of 
teamwork, these courageous 
kids are provided a cherished 
diversion from their medical re- 
alities and benefit greatly from 
an unparalleled support system. 
The players gain invaluable per- 
spective on the precious nature 
of life, and are humbled and 
inspired by the determination, 
strength and courage of a child 
fighting through such adversity.” 

The field hockey players, 


who calls Eddy their “lucky 
charm,” expressed enthusiasm 
about their role with Eddy. 

“This is an incredible op- 
portunity and an incredible thing 
to do,” said sophomore goal- 
keeper Jackie Chisholm, who is 
one of the liaisons between the 
field hockey team and the orga- 
nization. “We found out in the 
spring, and I was really excited. I 
was like, ‘I want to be a top per- 
son, in contact with Maureen, 
her family, and Team IMPACT,” 

Head coach Carla Hesler, 
who tied the program record 
for wins after their victory over 
Franklin Pierce University on 
Thursday, sees this as a great op- 
portunity for her team. 





“T said to our team it’s like 
having a little sister with us year 
round and her parents and little 
sister too,” Hesler said. “It’s just 
like another member of our fam- 


ily.” 

The team’s next home con- 
test is Saturday, Sept. 29 against 
American International College 
and the Purple Knights will have 
their lucky charm with them. 
Regardless of the outcome, the 
squad is getting special experi- 
ence out of this season. 

“We can’t wait to learn from 
her,” Chisholm said. “We want 
to give her the feeling of being 
on a team which is more like a 
family. We just want to love her, 
that’s how I look at it.” 


Photo by Gabbi Hall 
Senior Laken Ferriera pursues the ball on the Duffy Field, on Thursday against Franklin Pierce College. 


Hall of Fame Class of 2012 


Continued from page 13 


“After that, they start into 
the actual ceremony.” 

Candidates each give thank- 
you speeches after receiving 
their medal. Some speeches were 
prepared while others didn’t re- 
alize they would be speaking. 

Peter Cragan ’70, who 
played basketball, told a story 
about a recent conversation with 
his mother who had passed away 


earlier in the week. His mother 
had asked him: “Peter, if you had 
scored more points, would you 
have gotten into the Hall of Fame 
sooner?” The anecdote received 
roaring laughter from attendees. 

Lori Vernier ’82, a cross- 
country athlete, got the crowd 
going when she couldn’t reach 
the microphone. 

“Obviously I wasn’t going 
to play basketball,” she said. 

There was a general theme 


among the speeches that St. Mi- 
chael’s had changed their lives 
and given them memories to last 
a lifetime. 

“It’s sort of surreal to have 
someone recognize you in that 
way,” Dulude said. “I was very 
fortunate to talk a lot with my 
family, and my friends and my 
teammates and feel better about 
it. Really it was an awesome op- 
portunity for me to say ‘thank 
you’ to them.” 





For those of you who don’t 
know, Harvard University cur- 
rently sits at the center of a stu- 
dent-athlete scandal for the ages. 
The New York Times reported 
that as many as 125 students in 
a 279-person class called Gov- 
ernment 1310: Introduction to 
Congress are being investigated 
for cheating on a take-home final 
exam last semester. 

At the head of the cheating 
ring? Co-captains of the men’s 
basketball team, Kyle Casey 
and Brandyn Curry, who were a 
source of school pride six months 
ago as members of the team that 
earned a spot in the NCAA tour- 
nament for the first time in 66 
years. 

The United States and the 
colleges—particularly NCAA 
Division I schools—put an ex- 
traordinarily high price on the 
heads of talented high school 
athletes. Once athletes decide on 
their institution, which surely in- 
cludes a substantial scholarship 
if not a full ride, the pressure is 
once again on the athlete to per- 
form for four years because he 
or she wants to be drafted into 
Major League Baseball, the Na- 
tional Basketball Association, or 
National Football League. 

Of course, we can’t put all 
the blame for the “dumb jock” 
stereotype on the athlete them- 
selves. We must also look at the 
institutions that give athletes 
passing grades just to sneak them 
through... or tell them to take the 
year off to save eligibility while 
the scandal blows over. 

Harvard senior Patrick Lane 
told The New York Times, “You 
know you won’t find them in a 
deductive logic course, but you 
will find them in a much less 
taxing sociology course. They 
sometimes exist apart, and col- 
lectively gravitate to the same 
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majors, like sociology or govern- 
ment. It’s known.” 

It’s not just professors ei- 
ther. At Southern University in 
Louisiana, an assistant registrar 
changed grades for 541 students 
over the course of eight years 
ending in March of 2003. The 
assistant registrar was charging 
hundreds of dollars, facilitating 
about 2500 illegal transactions. 

The University of Minne- 
sota also battled scandal when 
a former office manager for the 
basketball team came forward 
and claimed to have written 
over 400 papers for 20 basket- 
ball players over a few years. It 
was later discovered that the of- 
fice manager was paid $3,000 to 
write the papers. 

My happy-go-lucky-attitude 
tells me that the academic stan- 
dards of our school are too high 
for students to just slide through 
four years to a degree. However, 
my overly-realistic mentality 
would argue that if institutions 
like Harvard University are sub- 
ject to mass-cheating scandals, 
St. Michael’s can’t possibly be 
immune. 

Athletes are subject to 
the “Dumb Jock” stereotype 
just like students who attend a 
$48,000 a year liberal arts col- 
lege in Vermont are subjected 
to the “East Coast Prep” stereo- 
type. The overall student body at 
St. Michael’s had a 3.135 GPA in 
the 2011-2012 academic year, ac- 
cording to Assistant Director of 
Athletics Chris Kenny. Student- 
athletes were only slightly be- 
hind at 3.127. 

Our student-athletes defy 
these stereotypes every day, but 
with the recent Harvard Univer- 
sity cheating scandal it seems 
that athletes are destined to bat- 
tle stereotypes for a long time to 
come. 
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Holton Takes Talentto Europe for Tournament 





~ Photo courtesy of the East All Stars 


Michael Holton pictured in uniform prior to the Four Nations Cup. 


By Chris Elbag 
Sports Editor 


This past summer one St. 
Michael’s College athlete was 
given a rare opportunity to rep- 
resent the school and the coun- 
try overseas. Michael Holton 
Jr. was selected as one of the 11 
college basketball players to play 
for the United States in the Four 
Nations Cup in the Baltic nation 
of Estonia. 

The tournament featured 
teams from the United States, 
Estonia, Georgia and the Czech 
Republic. The rosters of each 
team were packed with Division 


I and professional talent. Two 
members of the team were Duke 
University’s Quinn Cook Jr. 
and Marshall Plumlee, younger 
brother of recent NBA first- 
round pick, Miles. Some of the 
European rosters even featured 
a few NBA players representing 
their countries in Estonia. 

Holton explained that the 
opportunity to represent the 
United States was a humbling 
experience. 

“It was an honor,’ Holton 
said. “It was something I didn’t 
really expect going into the sum- 
mer, I’ve had some small accom- 
plishments in my book, but hav- 








ing this come up was really big 
for me and I didn’t take it lightly 
at all.” 

Holton also said that being 
on the same roster as players 
from Division I powerhouses en- 
hanced his game both mentally 
and physically. 

“It gave me confidence and 
a sense of validity that ’m good 
enough to play and compete with 
those guys on that level,” Holton 
said. “Playing with the Europe- 
an rules was really different and 
playing against guys who were 
in their upper 20s and 30s at 
their speed and physicality was a 
lot different.” 

Coach of the East Coast All 
Stars, Guy Rancourt said Holton 
was a solid candidate for the 
team because of skills both on 
and off the court. 

“We try and take the best 
player and individual as far as 
a person,” Rancourt said. “We 
like to give opportunities to non- 
Division I players and we heard 
from colleagues that Mike would 
be a good fit for us.” 

Rancourt said Holton blend- 
ed well with the team and per- 
formed on the same level as his 
Division I teammates and expe- 
rienced opponents. 

“He did an excellent job,” 
Rancourt said. “Things start 
to melt together once you’re on 
the court and he fit right in. He 
played within himself and cer- 
tainly belonged on the roster.” 

The Four Nations Cup 
showcased Division I talent, but 
also provided the skills of a few 
world class athletes. For exam- 
ple, the Czech Republic was led 
by Jan Vesley, a lottery pick in 





the 2011 NBA Draft and mem- 
ber of the Washington Wizards. 
Zaza Pachulia represented his 
native Georgia in the tournament 
and during the NBA season the 
6-foot-11-inch center suits up for 
the Atlanta Hawks. 

Holton touched on his ex- 
perience on the court against 
some of the professional talent. 

“Tt was a really cool experi- 
ence. I was like ‘I’ve seen this 
guy before on TV and here he 
is in front of me guarding me,” 


. Holton said. 


Holton’s peak performance 
during the tournament came 
during a 109-76 loss to Estonia. 
Holton had 6 points, 3 assists 
and 2 steals in 18 minutes on the 
court. Even though he didn’t put 
up eye-popping numbers, Holton 
said playing in Estonia and tray- 
eling to Europe was a memora- 
ble experience. 

“It was an amazing experi- 
ence for me,” Holton said. “I had 
never been out of the country be- 
fore so it was cool to go through 
customs and adjust to the lan- 
guage barrier.” 

The Portland, Ore. native 
also said he hopes this wouldn’t 
be his last time playing competi- 
tively overseas. 

“That’s one of my major 
goals after college,” Holton said. 
“T’ve been playing ball all my 
life and I want to just keep on 
pushing and head towards that 
dream.” 

Holton is in his third season 
with the Purple Knights and has 
been one of the program’s stars 
in his short career. Holton was 
named to the Northeast-10 All- 
Conference first team during 


his standout sophomore season 
and was honored with a spot on 
the Daktronics East All-Region 
second team for his efforts. The 
Purple Knight star was second in 
the Northeast-10 in scoring, av- 
eraging 17 points per contest and 
also took second in free throw 
percentage (84.5%). 

Men’s basketball coach Mi- 
chael Harding sees Holton as a 
key leader this year on a team 
with only two seniors. 

“He’s the only junior so we 
only have three upperclassmen 
on the team,” Harding said. “All 
three of those guys will be run- 
ning the team so he’s very im- 
portant.” 

Harding explained that 
Holton has been a standout on 
and off the court in his first two 
years and the future of the pro- 
gram will be thoroughly con- 
nected to him. 

‘“He’s been invaluable in 
terms of our performance on the 
court,” Harding said. “What we 
expect of guys off the court and 
also in terms of recruiting new 
players to the program.” 

Holton realizes that his role 
changes substantially by becom- 
ing an upperclassman. Holton 
knows there is still substantial 
work to be done in preparation 
for the season, but he has a bright 
outlook for the Purple Knights in 
2012-13.” ee 

“We should expect more 
wins and hopefully more peo- 
ple in the stands,” Holton said. 
“It’s still early, but we’re work- 
ing pretty hard every day of the 
week, grinding to have a suc- 
cessful season.” 


The Week Ahead in Sports: Sept. 26-Oct. 2 








